
 
Odyssey Tidbits  

December 6th, 2019  
 

 

Tidbits for all: 
● We are focusing on “Light it Up with Kindness” as a community. If you would 

like, please send a picture and caption explaining how your child is showing 
kindness (at home or in the community). Just email to a teacher and we will 
share at community time to recognize your child. 

 

Upcoming dates: 

● Thursday, December 12th: K-2 Crew will walk over to Weston Library (weather 
permitting) 

● Monday, December 16th: Odyssey School field trip to Starwood Farms for a 
sleigh ride and outdoor activities. Please send $5 in an envelope with your 
child’s name.  

○ K-2 will be connecting this field trip to their Forces & Motion learning. 
○ 3-5 will be connecting this field trip their Rocks, Minerals & Fossils 

learning. 
● Friday, December 20th: Odyssey Holiday Celebration  

○ Wear Red & Green Day 
○ Holiday Games 
○ Hot Apple Cider 
○ Popcorn & Movie 

 

K-2 Crew: 
● Big changes!  K-2 students changed their cubbies and their work station spaces 

on Friday.  As kids come back on Monday, they will be storing their stuff in 
their new spaces.  

● During discovery time, we have been shifting our focus to the study of force 
and motion. This past week we read Olive the Other Reindeer. We worked 
through a STEM project where the learners created paper airplanes to help 
Olive fly. Look for their videos in Seesaw! We will be looking at some different 
examples of force and motion with our ending project coming in January. 
More information will be coming home soon! 

● In literacy, we have been diving into understanding the difference between 
fiction and non-fiction texts while studying the topic of reindeer.  Over the 
next couple of weeks we will be researching and working on our non-fiction 



writing in regards to reindeer.  
● In math, we have been focusing on the mathematical strand of Numbers & 

Base Ten in K,1 & 2.  Individual concepts are listed on student goal sheets 
specific to their instructional groups.  This strand focuses on understanding 
addition and subtraction concepts as well as the value (place value) of 
numbers. 

 

3-5 Crew: 
● Project Time: Rock Solid! We are diving in as scientist to learn about rocks, 

minerals and fossils! We are trying to answer the question: Ho do earth’s 
processes affect natural resources? 

○ Looking ahead at a culminating project, at the end of January, we will 
host a “Museum”. Each learner will create an exhibit to share their 
expertise.  

● Breakdown of our day continued… 
○ Writing/Word Study (12:15-1:30): After meeting with our literacy 

coaches to find a best structure for "fitting in" and delivering instruction 
for writing, grammar and word study, we came up with a 7-day rotation 
(picture attached of an example for a day). Basically, everyday, everyone 
starts together for a 10 minute writing mini lesson. Then Ms Winter 
hosts a seminar (either word study or grammar groups) and Mrs. 
Bronsteatter confers or hosts writing craft seminars.  

○ Word Study: During seminar, learners are introduced to the pattern 
sort, sounds and spelling of words. In addition, learners work with their 
words everyday in an independent activity to practice reading, spelling 
or the meaning of words.  The "must dos" for independent activities are 
housed in Canvas.  

 

○  



● CANVAS: Canvas is a system that supports online learning and teaching. It 
allows teachers to post class information and practice assignments. Canvas is 
being used by schools all over the world. In an effort to increase 
communication between home and school D.C. Everest will begin using it this 
2019-20 school year! At Odyssey, the 3-5 Crew is using Canvas. We are 
learning how the parent-side of Canvas works with you. We will do our best to 
answer any questions. Please see additional email sent with directions to 
access parent portal. 

 
 

Odyssey Teacher Book Study 
 

 

 

Come along on our professional book study with us! We will be sharing a chapter 
summary and how it will impact learning at Odyssey for your child.  
 
Main take-away from the chapter: Learning targets belong to learners. Learning 
targets build investment in learning by giving learners the language to discuss what 
they know and what they need to learn. They define what learners are learning and 
why they are learning it by breaking down standards into smaller learning tasks.  
 
What does this mean at Odyssey? Learning targets have been implemented in 
classroom locations and on individual goal sheets.  They are referred to at the start 
and end of lessons and students are asked at multiple touch points throughout the 
week to reflect on their understanding of the learning targets. The evidence 🔍 
learners show, will indicate their level of understanding of the learning target.  



 


